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 One of the joys of my job is to interact with students during their comings and 

goings in the building. I see Greenwood students when they arrive at school, transition 

between classes, and participate in classroom activities with peers and teachers. I greet, I 

observe, and if Iôm lucky I might have a chance to ask a question or two before moving on 

to the next thing. These informal conversations, along with those I have with teachers be-

fore and after school, give me an energy boost every time. Lately, however, I found my-

self wishing for an opportunity for more in-depth conversations with students. I set up a 

series of small group check-ins about life at school with grade-level groupings and met 

with them over the course of one memorable morning. One of the questions I asked was:  

 

How do you know when you are learning? 

 

 From our youngest students through 8th grade, hereôs a sample of their responses: 

 

¶ I am learning how to read. Do you want to see me? 

¶ Hands up, hands down. It feels good. 

¶ Teacherôs talking, everybodyôs watching.  

¶ I say, Hey! I never knew that!  

¶ My brain is fixed on learning.  

¶ It feels complicated or easy.  

¶ If you are listening hard you can feel the energy. Like a Ninja.  

¶ I am figuring out what to do. 

¶ Your brain gets cloudy and you are trying. 

¶ I know Iôm learning when I can spell long words and do long division.  

¶ While Iôm doing it doesnôt feel good because Iôm working. After, it feels good. 

¶ I can remember what I didnôt know before. 

¶ óFirst learningô can be hard. Frustrating. 

¶ I can report it to my parents.  

¶ Not knowing and wanting to know. 

¶ I am working and getting things done as opposed to slacking off. 

¶ You can be quizzical and curious.  

¶ You do activities that give you evidence that you learned something. 

¶ When you start to wonder. 

 

 As teachers sit down to write progress reports, they necessarily use all kinds of 

assessments to measure student learning that they will convey as descriptively and suc-

cinctly as possible. Yet, there is an art to teaching and learning that is not easily captured 

in a progress report. It involves lively listening and quiet questions. It involves challenge, 

frustration, and the delight of knowing something and showing it. It involves making un-

foreseen connections that are particularly surprising after emerging from a cloudy brain. 

And, it involves recognizing, finally, that learning is the beginning of the journey, not the 

conclusion. We can name ñmastery of skillsò and note readiness to move on to the next 

level of instruction, but perhaps the most exciting learning occurs when each of us starts 

to wonder. 

When You Start to Wonder 
Brenda Esch Boggess, Head of School 

CONNECTIONS 
PO Box 438 

 Millville PA 17846 

570/458-5532 

www.greenwood-friends.org 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 

MILLVILLE PA 17846 

BULK PERMIT NO.33 

 GREENWOOD  
  FRIENDS SCHOOL 

 

òYou can discover more  

about a person  

in an hour of play than  

in a year of conversation.ó 

-Plato 
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      Jenn Boyunegmez joined us this year as our Pre-primary teacher. 

With a focus on the  Reggio Emilia approach and a background working 

with Head Start, Jenn creates a child-directed classroom in which natural 

expression and exploration are the hallmarks. With Greenwoodôs mission of 

fostering peace, integrity, community, equality, and simplicity, Jenn focuses 

on the whole child and the relationships among the children in her program. 

 Jenn and her husband Erol live in Rohrsburg and are the parents of 

Pre-primary student Adyin, and 3-year-old twins Ayla  and Zecki. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Elizabeth Sterling joined us to teach middle 

school math and middle school/intermediate science 

and PE.  Elizabeth comes to us with over 10 years of 

experience teaching and developing curricula for her 

own classroom, most recently at Lewisburg Area 

High School.  

 Elizabeth employs an interdisciplinary ap-

proach to teaching math and science, using a wide 

variety of hands-on/project based activities to enrich 

student understanding. Her respect for students' po-

tential creates a high standard in her classroom for 

purposeful engagement, critical thinking, and clear communication. She has participated in Meeting for Worship among 

Friends and appreciates Quaker principals in schools. Elizabeth is also an athlete, a writer, and an enthusiastic gardener. 

Elizabeth and her son, Primary student Jude, live in Muncy. 

 

 Welcome, Jenn and Elizabeth! 

Welcome New Teachers 

Greenwood Friends School Connections 7 

From the Board  

Pete Doerschler, Board of Trustees 

  The Board of Trusteeôs Institutional Advancement Committee is 

tasked with actively supporting the long-term financial sustainability of the 

school.  The committee is working in the following areas: 

  

¶ Maintaining strong relations with donors 

¶ Building the Greenwood alumni network 

¶ Growing enrollment by marketing to pre-schools and real estate offices 
¶ Consulting with development experts at Friends schools, area universities, 

and other organizations to establish a planned-giving program 

 
 We look forward to hearing about your experiences at Greenwood 

and how you might get involved in one or more of these initiatives. Please 

contact Brenda Boggess (bboggess@greenwood-friends.org), Peter Doer-

schler, (pdoersch@bloomu.edu) or any member of the Institutional Advance-

ment Committee for more information.   

 

IA Committee members include: Pete Doerschler, clerk, Anita Girton, Jamie 

Huntley, Sandy Lentz, and Sarah Sweeney-Denham. 

Greenwood  

Friends School 
Board of Trustees  

2011-2012 

Greenwoodôs Board is the guardian of 

the schoolôs mission and has primary 

responsibility for strategic planning 

and overall health and vitality of the 

school. Current members are: 

 

Pete Doerschler  

1st Term (2010-2013) 

 

Anita Girton  

1st Term (2010-2013) 

 

Elaine Graham, Treasurer 

2nd Term (2010-2013) 

 

Renee Hodgson, Assistant Clerk 

1st term (2009-2012) 

 

Jamie Huntley  

1st Term (2010-2013) 

 

Sandy Lentz  

1st Term (2011-2014) 

 

Paul Loomis, Recording Clerk 

1st Term (2009-2012) 

 

Cindy Schultz, Clerk 

2nd Term (2011-2014) 

 

Larry Smith  

2nd term (2011-2014) 

 

Lisa Strawser  

1st Term (2010-2013) 

 

Sarah Sweeney-Denham  

1st Term (2009-2012) 

 

Dick Wenner  

1st Term (2009-2012) 

 

Chuck Woodcock  

1st Term (2009-2012) 

Passages 
 

 Greenwood Friends mourns 

the loss of good friend, alumni parent, 

and long-time volunteer Riley Smith 

who passed away in October.  

 Riley studied English and his-

tory at the University of Texas, earning 

a BA and a Doctorate. He was a Ful-

bright Scholar to St. Petersburg in Rus-

sia, he taught English in Germany, and 

coordinated English as a second lan-

guage for Peace Corps training in Texas 

and Oregon.  

 Riley was an Associate Profes-

sor of English at Bloomsburg Univer-

sity before he retired and began his 

volunteer work at  Greenwood for 

which he is fondly remembered.  

     Riley and wife Sandy have two 

daughters, Susanna (GFS ó84) and 

Sarah (GFS ó86). 

 At the end of last school year, we said farewell to 

longtime Office Manager Shirley Broadt and Bookeeper Col-

leen Randolph as they retired. This fall, we transitioned into 

a new staffing structureðfamiliar faces with new roles! 

 Andira Dodge (left) now greets visitors at Green-

wood's front desk every day as our Administrative Assistant 

for Essential Things including (but not limited to) transporta-

tion, student records, mailing lists, and publications.  

 Gavin Noble (middle) is our Business and Facilities 

Manager, supporting the Finance Committee, handling ac-

counts receivable, working with TADS, and tending to envi-

ronmental stewardship in and our around our school build-

ing.  

 In her fourth year at Greenwood, Brenda Esch  

Boggess (right) is Head of School.  

Board Changes 
 Heather 

Almer stepped 

down from the 

B o a r d  l a s t 

spring. She and 

husband Safa 

have three chil-

dren: Green-

wood students 

Sofi and Luke, 

and  todd ler 

Marie. Heather works for the Colum-

bia County Conservation District. 

 Sandy Lentz joined the Board 

last spring. She grew up in Philadel-

phia and graduated from Germantown 

Friends School, as did husband Bob. 

They have three children and seven 

grandchildren. Bob was an educator 

(and Greenwood Interim Head). Sandy 

is a potter with over thirty years ex-

perience teaching and taking part in 

juried shows 

and at galleries. 

She is a mem-

ber of Artspace 

in Bloomsburg.   

   

Thank you 

Heather and 

Sandy! 
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 Despite falling leaves and changing of 

seasons, Greenwood is continuing to become 

even more "green."  Along with the energy of a 

new school year, students demonstrated re-

newed enthusiasm for year two of Eco Time 

and the Zero Waste initiative. Students recycle, 

terracycle, and sort items for compost, chicken 

feed, and true waste. Also this fall, we partici-

pated in the ñRecycle Bowl,ò giving us the op-

portunity to compare our recycling efforts with 

schools around the country. Youôll hear more 

about the success of this event,  organized by 

Keep America Beautiful. 

 On November 15, we cele-

brated ñAmerica Recycles Dayò and 

broke ground  on our new Food Forest 

Classroom. A local Amish farmer and 

his team of horses plowed a  plot on the 

northwest corner of the school grounds 

to prepare for planting. On November 

21st and 22nd, we dug holes, planted 

trees, spread cover crop seed and 

mulch. This outdoor classroom will be a permaculture-inspired orchard, 

becoming a home to varying levels of closely planted fruiting, sapping, and 

nutting trees. We will continue to develop the classroom through the spring 

with perennial and annual producing plants and strategies for leading the 

Food Forest Classroom to eventual self-sustainability.   

 Soon after our Winter Break, Greenwood 

will host a traveling poster show called ñThe 

Lexicon of Sustainabilityò (ht tp : / /

www.lexiconofsustainability.com/). The show is 

meant to encourage all communities to join to-

gether and share in the great effort toward sustain-

ability. We will host a second poster show in 

Lewisburg to expand the reach of this powerful 

experience. Stay tuned for details through our 

Facebook page and community emails. 

 

 The newly formed Greening Greenwood Committee began meeting 

at the end of the last school year. Volunteers have been joining together to 

determine ways Greenwood can become more energy efficient and eventu-

ally convert to sustainable energy sources. The committee has arranged 

multiple assessments of the school's potential opportunities to reduce and 

conserve our energy and is pursuing funding for projects that will greatly 

improve our energy efficiency including new windows and improved light-

ing in the old wing. 

 

 

    

 While gradually working toward 

these large goals, the school has also found 

a way to support sustainable energy while 

saving money on our electricity bill. Green-

wood has switched to Clean Currents En-

ergy and is powered by 100% wind energy! 

We have also been recognized by PPL as a 

member of the Business Honor Roll for en-

ergy efficiency resulting from equipping our 

remodeled kitchen with motion sensors and 

energy efficient lighting.   

 

 As part of moving into our future in a thoughtful and sustainable way, greening efforts 

have come to the forefront in Greenwoodôs vision for our future. Leadership of our greening 

efforts has emerged organically(!) among teachers, staff, students, parents, and board members. 

Our vision is strategic in terms of long-term financial sustainability and it is passionate in terms 

of the commitment we have to our environment. 

 

Our vision, in light of Friendsô testimonies: 

 

-- to be witnesses for environmental and financial stewardship and live in harmony with the 

natural world upon which we depend. 

 

--to live simply and create a climate of equality in which we are all entitled to a healthy future 

and a peaceful planet.  

 

--to be examples of integrity , so that our words and actions speak with one voice. 

 

GREENING GREENWOOD  
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Karrie Kressler (GFS ó00)  

Dawn Candlish (GFS ó00) Karrie 

and Dawn went on a bike trip to-

gether last summer through  much 

of Pennsylvania. 

Edward Basile (GFS ó91) Edward 

lives in Bryn Mawr with wife, 

Stephanie. He is a Technical Op-

erations Specialist at Saint Jo-

seph's University. He works with film and video equip-

ment, creating training material for the faculty and stu-

dents and a variety of film/editing projects. Stephanie is an 

Instructional Analyst at Immaculata University.  They are 

happily house hunting. 

Nora Basile (GFS ó 96) Nora completed a term as Coast 

Guard officer last summer. She now works in Brighton, 

MA as a yoga teacher, specializing in Yoga to Support 

Pregnancy. She also teaches Yoga for Seniors, for Adults 

with Special Needs, and for Relaxation & Stress Manage-

ment. She was married Labor Day weekend to Ian Wolo-

schin, who works as a Hardware Engineer for Akamai 

Technologies in Cambridge.   

Cameron Galt (GFS ô07) Cam-

eron is enjoying competing in track 

during his junior year at Rowland 

Hall Saint Markôs in Salt Lake 

City. He competed in the State 

Competition at BYU. In June, he 

spent time in China practicing  

Chinese, and experiencing the cul-

ture while on a school trip. He is 

involved with sustainability issues at school and admires 

Greenwoodôs increasing work on being environmentally 

conscious. 

Johanna Gerig (GFS ô99) A 

Danville High and Elizabeth-

town College graduate, Johanna 

is a 4th grade teacher in Nor-

folk, VA. She married Byron 

Hudson July 2, 2011. 

Judy Hunchar Judy retired 

after 28 years of teaching. She 

considers the 14 years at Greenwood as some of her best. 

She enjoyed time with the CSIU 

and Berwick School District, 

teaching students with autism. 

She now works in research at 

Geisinger. Judy enjoys time at 

her cottage in Wayne County. 

She lives in Bloomsburg with 

her husband Bill.  

Alumni Corner  

Camp Greenwood: Yummy Summer Science 
Teacher Audra dePrisco 

Grandparents and Special Friends Day 

 While one team was slicing strawberries, another 

was washing, spinning, and tearing spinach, and another 

was measuring ingredients of a vinaigrette.  It was day 

three of Summer Kitchen Science Camp.  Students were 

deeply involved in the menu of the day: strawberry spin-

ach salad, spinach and bacon pasta, and strawberry short-

cake.  We had just finished testing our tongues with some 

of the ingredients, noting which parts picked up sweet, 

salty, bitter, and sour and were busy working on the first 

dish.  The junior chefs were dividing labor, using tools 

properly and effectively, and were thinking a great deal 

about what they were doing. 

  ñThe vinegar just falls right to the bottom,ò one 

student notices.  

  Work stops and the others gather to check it 

out.  ñThatôs because the vinegar is heavier, right?ò an-

other asks. I chime in, ñVinegar is denser than oil, thatôs 

why it ends up on the bottom.  What happens if you shake 

it up?ò 

  So we do. And we make a temporary emul-

sion.  And on to the pasta and the cell structure of spinach 

we go. 

  During the 2010-2011 school year, Kitchen Sci-

ence picked up steam so we took our act on the road.  We 

ran two weeks of Kitchen Science from satellite locations, 

hauling ingredients and gear first to the kitchen at the 

Moose Exchange in Bloomsburg, then to the Lewisburg 

Club in Lewisburg.  Each camp had 8 to 10 students pre-

paring a three-course meal each day based around one 

fruit and one vegetable ingredient, learning about scien-

tific principles in chemistry, physics, and biology as well 

as the history of the dishes and ingredients they were pre-

paring.  We took time to look at the nutritional content of 

the foods we made and learned how our bodies taste and 

digest food.  To top it off we all brushed up on our table 

manners with our final feast on the last day (onion soup, 

cherry stuffed pork loin, and cherry pie for dessert). 

On September 30, Greenwood 

students and faculty welcomed 

guests for Grandparents and Spe-

cial Friends Day at the school. 

Guests took part in classroom 

activities, including math games, 

art projects, and story writing. All 

joined together for a meal in the 

Community Room. 

Jessica Huntley (GFS ó90) After 

receiving her Bachelor's degree 

from York College and her Master's 

Degree from Boston College, Jes-

sica was hired as the Director of 

Division III Governance at the East-

ern College Athletic Conference . 

Her duties include overseeing strate-

gic plan implementation as well as 

assisting with special events. Jessica is excited to have the 

opportunity to put all of her experi-

ences together to better serve the 

Division III membership. 

Cassidy Merrifield (GFS ó07) 

Cassidy will be graduating from 

Hughesville high School in 2012. 

She plans to attend St. Francis 

University to study to be a Physi-

cian's Assistant.  

Where In the World are 

Greenwood Alumni? 
 

Bennington College 

Berklee College of Music 

Bloomsburg University 

Bryn Mawr College 

Bucknell University 

Cleveland State University 

Drexel University 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

Lebanon Valley College 

Misericordia University 

Moore College 

Mount Holyoke College 

New York University 

Rensselaer Polytecnic Institute 

Susquehanna University 

Temple University 

University of Pittsburgh 

West Virginia University 


